3A Coaches Vote and Comments about playing TEAM TENNIS in Spring

I vote for keeping it in the Spring.   
We have participated in the 3A TEAM Tennis in the past.
Burnet High School
Tammy Hullum – Head Tennis Coach 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I vote for Spring.  I coach volleyball and basketball so we do not even start tennis until Feb.  

We have played in the Regional Team Tennis Tournament for the past 3 years.

Van Alstyne High School, Van Alstyne, TX
Head Varsity Coach – Lisa Davis
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have to vote for keeping it the same because of the fincances.  I do not think that in light of the budget crunch, that my school would support the change to fall.  If I thought my school would support it, i would be all for it, because we play a fall schedule now.

One other thing that I want to express my opinion is that there is a lot of coaches that feel that the Team lines should be exactly as the UIL lines.  I know that there are a few of the "old school" coaches that do not want to hear this and it probably will not be heard now, but the seniment is the lines are not fair and benefit a few.  I have heard coaches bring this up the past few years that I have been at the convention and it is brushed under the table. If someone would give a legitimate reason why they should stay the same as always then it would be easier to understand but to for a few to sit down and draw up the lines and say that it will not and is not going to change then that causes coaches to not participate.  Many of the ones I have talked to do not speak up and will not because it has been brought up before.
Tennis has changed and continues to change and when issues such as this arise then it need to be addressed also.

Thanks,

Jeff Pinkerton
Borger High School Tennis
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring SPRING
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past? YES
3.       Name of your school VERNON H.S
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name  RUBEN VARGAS
1. spring      2. yes     3. Groesbeck High School     5. Jim Longbotham          
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.  SPRING

2.  Yes, 20 years

3.  Bellville

4.  Susan Brewer
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Devine High School
Kandi Darnell

I suggest we keep it as is. When I tried to get team tennis put in; I did not meet with rejection but rather limitations. I was told volleyball and football came first. I coach volleyball, and trying to go from one sport to another makes for long days. I would not have an assistant and no addition funds would be available for travel etc.... Budget cuts have force me to drop a tournament in the spring this year, namely team tennis. With the school budgets as they are, I can see having to limit the number of tournaments we play in the spring for next year. I believe it should stay as is. It gives us more of a chance of being able to participate in the future.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held? Spring
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?   Yes
3.       Name of your school--  VAN
          4.       Head Tennis Coaches name--  Brad Crawford
Spring…….here’s a thought to put out there. Let those that want to play it in the fall, organize and have their own “team” tennis tournaments and us that want to keep it in the spring continue to have it when it bests benefits our kids. The only requirement being that you can only play one team tennis season—must choose either fall or spring but not be allowed to do both…..Melissa Wells
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?
Being our first year, we still have a fall tennis season.  But for the sake of other schools and kids playing in 3A, spring would probably be better...
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?  1 st year to be in 3A
3.       Name of your school        Lampasas
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name    KEnneth Peiser

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



HI Greg,
 
Thanks for all your hard work on this subject.
 
I personally feel like moving 3A team tennis to the fall would not be a good idea.  Many of the reasons mentioned in support of the 3A staying as it is have a lot of solid evidence.  Many of the reasons for moving to the fall are assumptions that don't have solid evidence to back them up.
I would like to address some of the reasons for moving it to the fall, and show why they don't seem to be valid reasons, I will use the corresponding number that address the issues under the arguments for moving to fall.
 
#1--- we will play tennis from mid January to may (if we have state qualifiers) regardless of when team tennis is.  Just because team is in the spring, it doesn't make the season any longer or harder.  we play the same number of tournaments either way.  we have always been on the bubble between 4A and 3A in the last 18 years I have been here at lindale.  we have been 4A 8 of those 18 years and 3A 10 of those 18 years, and I promise you, it is much easier to keep kids motivated during Nov, Dec, Jan and Feb, when team is still in front of you and they are all working for the same goal together, and not competing against each other for spots in UIL tennis.  It is so much easier to keep a team atmosphere in team mode than UIL mode.  In 4A, those months are hard to get kidsas motivated.  We have been in both shoes, and the 3A way is much better.  Taks testing will be there no matter if you are in team or Uil formats, the stress of that is there either way.  We don't compete on those days anyway, the state won't let us, and some districts don't even allow practice that day and the day before.  We go to school the same number of days, compete the same number of days, and have Taks testing the same number of days in the spring.
 
#2--  I have to say is and Having been in both situations, we do lose athletes in the fall much more than in the spring.   Football and Band are really big here in Texas, and extremely time consuming and it is hard to get those athletes and students.
 
#3.  we get a clear separation in the two seasons in a sense.  having an off season time (Nov and Dec)  is more important than having a clear separation of season.  We slow down in Nov and Dec, no matter if team is in the fall or spring in order to give the kids a off season time where we are not competing so much.  They have had their down time and are ready to go no matter if it is team or UIL.  Our kids could care less about separation of seasons, as long as they have had an off season time to rest mentally and physically.
 
#4-- we get to develop a more complete player now by having them play team basically from August to early March, and that only makes them better in which ever event they end up playing in UIL .   Playing doubles will contribute to making a player a better finisher in singles play, and playing singles will help a player with working out a point in doubles and help him have better groundstrokes.   college coaches like having a player that can do both, and not have to spend a scholarship on a doubles specialist.  Kids do both singles and doubles for 7 and 1/2 months instead of only 2 and 1/2 months.  I think that serves the players well in developing their games.
 
#5--better weather in the fall????   we have had more heat related injuries in the fall, and we have played in tremendously high heat indexes.  I would personally like to play in a 45 degree setting than a heat index of 104, and those type of days last from August to late September.
 
#6-- I agree it is easier to schedule team matches in the fall, but we still find plenty of schools to play us in the spring in a team format.  It doesn't make or brake our team schedule in the spring as with regional team and state team and the others we play before that, we get plenty of  team play..  Playing an individual tournament is ok as we are still playing tennis, its not like we are playing a different sport.  And normally we play 4A and 5A schools in the individual tournaments and get better competition anyway.   we have our kids take turns in playing individual tournaments, doubles one week and singles the next as much as possible.
 
#7  being consistent with 4 and 5 A ??? we have not been consistent with them for the 25 years of the TTCA team tennis, and 3A schools have done fine.  when we leave the 3a ranks and move to 4A , we normally are ranked in the top 25 anyway, as are other 3A schools that move up to 4A, so the years we spent in 3A did not hurt us.  If being consistent with 4 and 5 A could be proved to improve our level of tennis, then it might be worth it, but to be consistent with 4 and 5 A just for the sake of being consistent does not make sense.
 
#8 talks about regions being overloaded, and we don't have that problem in 3A like they do in 4 and 5 A.  some of our regions only have a few teams at the regional team tennis tournament.  I know we have 8 sub regions, but still if you combined them into 4 regular regions, we would not have an overload problem like the 4 and 5 A do.  there are about 245 4A schools and about 245 5A schools, and only about 190 3A schools in the state, and not all of them play tennis.
 
#9 I don't understand the allowing 3A state champions to be recognized argument.  They get lots  of recognition.  when we won in 1999 and got 2nd several other years, we got plenty of recognition locally in school, tv and newspapers, and state wide through the TTCA.   
 
#10  Why can't we recognize all district, all region, and all state thru our UIL formats as well as  recognizing them in our team tennis regionals and state meets..  Just becasue team is in the spring, doesn't mean we can't do that?
 
#11  Our personal experience here in Lindale, is that it is easier to get spring sports and activities to share kids than it is in the fall.  That could be so different in different places.  our band is a huge thing here, and we share about 20% of our team with band and the fall would be a bad time for team for us.  in 4A we lost a few kids the 2nd day of regionals several years ago to band because of conflict.
 
#12  If it is at the beginning of spring break it is not that big a deal, you still have the following Sunday thru Sunday off.  If it is at the end of your spring break, then you do lose your spring break, but you could give the kids the next week off form practice and competing, and still have the afternoons off that next week of school .
 
#13  --  to say that the fall matches do count is not true, as we need all the good seeding information we can accumulate.  I don't thing too many coaches would agree, that fall matches don't count, at least when they get to the seeding meetings, all the matches they have played do count for seeding info.  We make sure our players know and understand that fall matches can make a difference in seeding at regionals and state.
 
#14--we have always had great places to play regionals and state in the spring.  I have never had a problem with where we played.
 
#15 in the current economic situations, I don't think this argument will fly.  AD's are not going to let coaches stop coaching football or volleyball and hire somebody else to replace them in that sport so that they can go do tennis.  especially 3A schools.
 
#16 no comment, good point
 
In Christ's Unfailing Love

Ike Anders, Government and Economics Teacher, Basketball and Tennis Coach, Lindale High School
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
we only play in the spring  paris jim davis
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Spring
2. No
3. Tarkington HS, Cleveland
4. Denise Johnson
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Spring – Greg Howard – Wimberley
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I prefer to play team tennis in the spring.  I have competed in 3A team tennis for the past 11 years.  Roben Eller
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Spring 
Yes we have played
Perryton High school
Andy Francis
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.  Spring
1. Yes, we have participated for many years.
1. Gatesville High School       
1. Wendell Jones

Comment:  I would like to have team tennis in the fall, but with the demands on the athletes and coaches who are involved in many other activities it becomes virtually impossible to schedule team tennis in the fall.  I am afraid that with many athletic directors it would give them an opportunity to eliminate tennis if the demands were to insistent.  Under recent budget constraints throughout the state some districts have curtailed all tennis tournaments (which develop the athlete) completely except for the district tournament.  Given the restrictions, fall team tennis would have fewer participating and if our desire is to expand tennis we must have it in the spring.

F. Wendell Jones
Gatesville High School
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?
SPRING
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?
            YES, FOR 6-7 YEARS
3.       Name of your school
            SMITHVILLE
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name
            JASON SEGEL
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?  I prefer that 3A Team Tennis be played in the Spring.
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?  Yes, we have participated in Spring Team Tennis.
3.       Name of your school:  Boerne High School
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name: Glen Miller 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JUD ROBINSON
MADISONVILLE HS
YES WE PLAY TEAM TENNIS EVERY YEAR….BUT IF IT GOES TO FALL, WE WILL NOT- I COACH FOOTBALL/NO FALL TENNIS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.  The Spring is best
2.. Yes
3. La Vernia High School
4. Angie Hargreaves
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. I choose Spring, if I were to do Team Tennis 2.  no, our school has not participated in Team Tennis 3.  Gonzales High School 4.  Daisy Martinez, Head Tennis Coach  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Coach,
   My name is David Hall.  I am the tennis coarch at Bowie High School, Bowie, Tx.  I will not be a great help in this, as this year is the first time we are going to try Team Tennis (with Rueben at Vernon).  We play this week, so it will be a new experience for us.  My guess would be that it would be difficult for us to do in the Fall primarily due to the available student situation.  We are a very small 3A, and we did play some fall tennis this year (only the 2nd time we've gotten to do that), but I didn't have very many kids out at the time.  Anyway, just let me know where things go and I'll do the best I can to put together a team to play.
 
Thanks for all y'all do,
David
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I hope it's not too late, but my vote is for things to remain as they are now.  Hopefully I will have the numbers to start competing with y'all in the next year or two!
Ginger Postert
Bandera High School
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Okay, thanks...Im actually the Official Head Coach now..and for the voting..pretty torn..I can see both sides of it..I will have to go with just leaving it the way it is in the Spring..
Coach James (Wade) Sinard
RFMS Head Tennis Coach
RFHS Assistant Tennis Coach
Cell: 361-236-6587
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have and do participate in spring tennis. VOTE: SPRING
The proposal to move team tennis to the fall would assure we WOULD NOT be able to participate, as I assume will be the case for many 3A schools (particularly in our region). I have already been told by an administrator that since team tennis is not under UIL; participation in these financially trying times may be eliminated all together. Much less, if we try to compete with the revenue sports in the fall. 
As it is, many 3A coaches have duties which demand their attention during the fall, along with many of our athletes. If athletes are forced to decide, we will lose out over the fall events (football, cheerleading, basketball, dance team, band, and choir, among others……). As the head tennis coach, my fall obligations include coaching volleyball, thus we are unable to even start tennis until after Thanksgiving. 
Move tennis to the fall, what a way to destroy participation from a relatively large segment of our state. Do we really want to do this at this time?
Gayla Parker
China Spring High School
Head Tennis & Assistant Volleyball Coach
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My name is Cindy Drake and I am the head Tennis Coach at Splendora High School.  We have played team tennis in the past.  The spring season for team tennis would work better for us.

Thank you for the information.

Cindy Drake
Head Tennis Coach
Splendora High School
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My vote would be to keep it as is.
Jim Solomon
Mt. Vernon Tennis Coach
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring? I would prefer the competition to remain in the spring. With budget cuts, I think it is the only practical time to have the competition. 
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past? Not yet, but I am strongly building towards the competition. 
3.       Name of your school : Goliad High School
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name: Neal Tolbert 



1. Spring
1. NO
1. Mathis
1. Oscar Vasquez
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My vote is to keep it in the spring.  I would say out of my top 8 girls and top 8 boys that I have 6 girls and 5 boys that are in AT LEAST one other sport.  That doesn't even include band or cheerleading....
I like Melissa's idea of having a Fall Team Tennis Tournament and a Spring  Team Tennis Tournament but that you cannot participate in both. – Holly Ford, Spring Hill
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1,  When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?
     SPRING, I also coach cross country in the fall and have no assistant for tennis or cross country so it would be difficult for me to do both. 
 2.     2.   Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?
        Yes, every year
 3.     3.   Name of your school
     Mexia High School
 4.     4.  Head Tennis Coaches name 
                              Ashley Weers
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My vote is as follows:  1. Spring.                                                       2. We have participated in team tennis.   3. Rio Hondo High School.                          4. Head  Coach Mary Salas.                      
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would prefer that team tennis be kept in the spring. I have tried repeatedly to get a fall program going. My AD will not release me from football but I wanted my assistant to run the program.I thought we were going to have it but budget restrictions have shot it down and I think it will not happen while we have this financial crunch.
We have participated in team tennis.
Zapata High School, Robert Alvarez, Head Tennis Coach
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.       When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring? :  Spring
2.       Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past? : Yes 
3.       Name of your school : Westwood High School
4.       Head Tennis Coaches name  :  John Forrest

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I would like team tennis to be in the spring.
Yes, I participated in 2011.  The kids loved it.
Giddings High School, Giddings, Texas 77835
Head Coach Lisa Dickinson
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. SPRING
2. NO
3. NEEDVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
4. TOMMYSVATEK
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?
SPRING.  AT CURRENT PARTICIPATION LEVELS I WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO FILL A ROSTER DURING THE FALL.  TOO MANY OF MY SPRING PLAYERS ARE FULLY ENGAGED IN EITHER FOOTBALL/BASKETBALL OR VOLLEYBALL/BASKETBALL IN THE FALL.

1. Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past? 
NOT TO MY KNOWLEDGE.  I HAVE BEEN OVER OUR TENNIS PROGRAM FOR 3 YEARS NOW AND AM TRYING TO INCREASE OUR NUMBERS.  THIS SEASON WOULD HAVE BEEN THE CLOSEST I HAVE BEEN TO FILLING A TEAM TENNIS ROSTER.

1. Name of your school
DIBOLL HIGH SCHOOL

1. Head Tennis Coaches name 
ADAM CAMP






This is the information we need when you respond.  
1. When would your school prefer 3A TEAM TENNIS be held?  Fall or Spring?    Spring
2. Has your school participated in 3A TEAM TENNIS in the past?  No, and no plans for the near future.
3. Name of your school   Jasper High School
4. Head Tennis Coaches name   Stacy Gillis   (Boys and Girls Tennis)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I WOULD PREFER TO KEEP TEAM TENNIS IN THE SPRING.
YES WE HAVE AND WILL CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE IN TEAM TENNIS.
CENTER HIGH SCHOOL, CENTER, TX
LEON DYKES
WE WOULD DO OUR BEST TO PARTICIPATE IN FALL TEAM TENNIS IF THAT IS THE 
DIRECTION THAT IT GOES.   I THINK THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH HISTORY AND SUPPORT
FOR THE PROGRAM THAT IT WOULD NOT KEEP US FROM PLAYING IN THE FALL.
WE PLAY A LIMITED SCHEDULE IN THE FALL ALREADY SO THE TRANSITION WOULD NOT BE
DIFFICULT.  MY CONCERN IS LOSING TEAMS THAT ONLY PARTICIPATE IN THE SPRING AND 
WE WOULD LOSE NUMBERS.  THE REGION TOURNAMENTS WOULD SUFFER AND WOULD MOST
LIKELY NEED TO BE RECONFIGURED.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TEAM TENNIS VOTING:
SPRING
WE HAVE PARTICIPATED BEFORE IN THE 2A AND 3A DIVISION.
KIRBYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
DIANNA CASTON
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From Mark Wilson, Tennis Coach, 19AAA, Lorena High School
My vote is for Spring Team Tennis
Lorena Tennis Team has participated in the past.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Spring
2. No
3. Hamshire-Fannett High School
4. Matt DeYoung

Spring, Robinson, Jack Gregory
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
In the 10 years I coached in West Texas our team played in Team Regionals and we never had a full team until after basketball so I just chose not to play in it here as well.  My full team doesn't come out until after basketball and I have a few in other sports as well.  We do play fall tennis but Volleyball would be a conflict too.  Team regionals in 3A is just not like 5A.  (In 5A we always had kids that only played tennis and so it was a much bigger deal)  Whatever is fine with me though, I was just sending you info.  
Have a great rest of the week!  
Tanya Bryant
Bullard Tennis
